338         SIXTY YEARS IN PUBLIC AFFAIRS

In the passage that I have quoted from the speech of Mr.
Moody he charges me in fact, if not in form of words, with
a violation of my obligations to the Republican Party, and
upon the ground that the party " has showered upon me every
honor within its gift except the Presidency." The considera-
tion that I have received from the Republican Party merits
acknowledgement, and that I accord without reserve, but
it cannot exact subserviency from me.

On public grounds I ask this question: Are those who may
hold office under the leadership of a party, to be held by
party discipline to the support of measures and policies which
they condemn ? Freedom of opinion and freedom of speech
are of more value than public office. The movement for the
reform of the civil service, is, in its best aspect, but an at^
tempt to rescue the body of office holders from the tyranny
and discipline of party and of party leaders. Thus much
upon public grounds, but, for myself, I shall not seek pro-
tection under a general policy.

Never for a moment from my early years did I entertain
the thought that I would enter public life, or that I would
continue in public life, as a pursuit or as a profession. Hence,
it has happened that I have never asked for personal support
at the hands of any, and hence it has happened that I have
never solicited a nomination or an appointment from or
through the Republican Party or any member of it.

In 1860, a majority of the delegates to the Congressional
Convention in my district, favored my nomination, but not
through any effort by me. I attended the Convention and
placed in nomination Mr. Train, who had been in Congress
one term.

Without any effort on my part I was nominated in
1862-64-66 and '68. No aid in money or otherwise was
given by the State Committee or the National Committee.
Following my nomination in each case the District Committee